LAME JERVAS

compound interest, you would perceive that I was in a fair
way to get rich : for, in the course of fourteen or fifteen years,
any sum that is put out at compound interest, even in England,
where the rate of legal interest is five per cent, becomes
double ; that is, one hundred pounds put out at compound
interest, in fourteen years becomes two hundred. But few
people have the patience, or the prudence, to make this use
of their money. I was, however, determined to employ all my
capital in this manner; and I calculated that, in seven years,
I should have accumulated a sum fully sufficient to support me
all the rest of my life in ease and affluence.

* Full of these hopes and calculations, I pursued my journey
along with the merchants. Arrived at Devanelli Fort, I learned
that the Soubha, with whom the sultan had been going to war,
had given up the territory in dispute, and had pacified Tippoo
by submissions and presents. Whether he chose peace or
war was indifferent to me: I was intent on my private affairs,
and I went immediately to Omychund, my banker, to settle
them. 1 had taken my diamond ring with me to the mines,
that I might compare it with others, and learn its value; and
I found that it was worth nearly treble what I had been offered
for it. Omychund congratulated me upon this discovery, and
we were just going to settle our accounts, when an officer
came in, and, after asking whether I was not the young
Englishman who had lately visited the mines of Golconda,
summoned me immediately to appear before the sultan. I
was terrified, for I imagined I was perhaps suspected of having
purloined some of the diamonds ; but I followed the officer
without hesitation, conscious of my innocence.

1 Tippoo Sultan, contrary to my expectations, received me
with a smiling countenance; and, pointing to the officer who
accompanied me, asked me whether I recollected to have ever
seen his face before ? I replied, No: but the sultan then
informed me that this officer, who was one of his own guards,
had attended me in disguise during my whole visit to the
diamond mines ; and that he was perfectly satisfied of my
honourable conduct. Then, after making a signal to the officer
and all present to withdraw, he bade me approach nearer to
him; paid some compliments to my abilities, and proceeded
to explain to me that he stood in farther need of my services ;
and that, if I served him with fidelity, I should have no reason

47